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February 20, 2012

Attention: MLA John Slater

Re: Oliver civic workers vote to strike

Hi John,

There are several issues that I would like to discuss with you about this strike in Oliver. However, at this point I only want to focus on one aspect. I am writing you since I believe this issue needs to be dealt with by the Provincial Government and not local government water purveyors.

The Provincial Government must immediately put into legislation that irrigation water for all agricultural related activities in the Province of British Columbia is deemed an “essential service”.

The Town of Oliver is presently the purveyor for agricultural water supply delivery for the Oliver area and is one of the largest single purveyors in the Okanagan Valley. CUPE Local 608 has refused to designate irrigation water for agricultural purposes as essential thereby putting at risk thousands of hectares of land to potential devastation.
This initiative has several major impacts: 

The Province of British Columbia and Interior Health has made it clear that they support local government entities adopting private water systems by offering grants for infrastructure upgrades that would not be available to private water purveyors. This policy is put in immediate jeopardy by CUPE’s actions.

The Okanagan Basin Water Board’s policy of encouraging the amalgamation of many small water systems, that presently exist, into several large local governments purveyed systems, similar to the Town of Oliver’s, creating efficiencies, cost reductions, health benefits and water security for its users. This initiative will be halted with CUPE’s actions.

In the not too distant past, the area farmers operated and maintained their own irrigation supply system called South Okanagan Lands Irrigation District. Serious consideration by area farmers to return to this system with a view to deny unions any involvement in its operations and maintenance will be contemplated as a viable option.

A major tenant of the British Columbia Agriculture Council provincial agriculture water policy is to have the agriculture sector in BC maintain a stable secure water supply well into the future. This policy is reversed by the actions of CUPE.

I credit the union in exposing a major deficiency in provincial agricultural water policy, however, it is abhorrent to me that local CUPE members would threaten to kill farmers fruit trees, grape vines, and agricultural crops, to increase their wages in an already high paying sector. 

I urgently request the provincial government, with support from the British Columbia Agriculture Council, to move that irrigation water for agricultural purposes in the Province of BC, be deemed an essential service.
Thank you for your attention to this very important matter.

Yours truly,
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 Allan Patton   Electoral Area “C” RDOS Director
Cc: Ron Hovanes   Mayor of Oliver
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